
How to Save the World: 
A blueprint for radical system change 

An exploration of profound possibilities 



The Bad News 
Carbon Dioxide level: 

410.28 ppm   April, 2017 
Highest level in past 3 million years 





In a climate changed world, fires, droughts, floods 

and storms will become more frequent and more severe. 



We’re in a tight spot: 
UN says 2016 was the warmest year so far 



Was this unexpected? 

We are here. 
The dreaded zigzag line: 
“The path to destruction” 

The Hopi Prophecy  

Everything has been corrupted.  
…We are out of balance. 
 
Martin Gawanesha, a traditionalist Hopi 
elder, emphasizes that most of the events 
predicted by their prophecies already have 
happened and that the Great Purification is 
imminent.  



Game Over? 
The Near-Term Human Extinction Movement 

Guy McPherson 

“The recent and near-future rises in 

temperature are occurring and will occur at 

least an order of magnitude faster than the 

worst of all prior Mass Extinctions. Habitat 

for human animals is disappearing 

throughout the world, and abrupt climate 

change has barely begun. In the near future, 

habitat for Homo sapiens will be gone. 

Shortly thereafter, all humans will die.” 



An armed guard stands at the entrance of the Survival Condo Project, a former missile silo north of Wichita, 
Kansas, converted into luxury apartments for people worried about the crackup of civilization. 

Photograph by Dan Winters for The New Yorker  

The “Breakaway Civilization” --  the financial elite who are 

preparing to “ride out the apocalypse” in luxury condos in missile silos 
or refuge enclaves  in New Zealand. 



Are humans the cancer  
and global warming the cure? 



Just say “NO” to extinction 



How? 
A radical program for rebooting our world 



1. Change your diet 



Meat and dairy products  
are the leading cause of: 

• Species loss 
• Habitat destruction 
• Water pollution 
• Animal cruelty 
• Antibiotic-resistant  

bacteria in surface  
and groundwater 

“One third of our greenhouse gas emissions come from Agriculture” 
           -- Nature Magazine 



Switch to a plant based diet 

• Lower cost 
• Healthier 
• Less pollution 
• Longer life 
• Low environmental 

footprint 



Help save traditional,  
open-pollinated seeds 

The Open-Source Seed Initiative 
 UW Madison  (www.ossi.org) 



Algae: One of nature’s best superfoods 

High-protein spirulina yields on the same area: 

• 20 times more protein than soybeans 

• 40 times more protein than corn 

• 300 times more protein than beef  

   -- using up to 95% less water  

      and zero pesticides 

Spirulina 



Three great food-health 
 media resources 



2. End the use of fossil fuels for  
energy generation 

 
Acceptable alternative technology 



Energy technology not available to the public 

 “Black Knight” UFO 
photographed from ISS 

U.S. built TR-3B  landing 



What’s going on here? 

NASA 



Advanced Energy Technologies 

Nikola Tesla  1856 -1943 



“. . . It is a mere question of time 
when men will succeed in attaching 
their machinery to the very 
wheelwork of nature.”       
                                  -- Nikola Tesla 

“There’s enough energy in a cup of water 
to boil all the oceans in the world.” 
                      -- Richard Feynman, physicist 



 

At the end of fiscal year 2016 in the U.S. Patent Office,  
5,680 secrecy orders (sequestered patents) remain in effect. 

 

Greek inventor Petros Zografos   
Device powers home,  
PBS “News Hour”:   2016 

Stan Meyer ‘s 100 mpg water-powered buggy.  
Stan died mysteriously in 1998.  

Joe Newman with “self-running” 
energy-producing machine:  1998 

?? 



Two new films: Unacknowledged is available on iTunes, 
Netflix and Amazon; Newman is available on Amazon. 



3. Population reduction 
The need to confront the inevitable  

“Scientific estimates suggest that the Earth's long-term sustainable 
human carrying capacity, at … an "adequate" to "moderately 
comfortable" developed-world standard of living, may not be much 
greater than 2 to 3 billion.” 
                                                                       -- Worldwatch Institute 

PROBLEM: The UN Predicts Global Population will reach 9 - 10 billion by 2100 



Can population be reduced by conscious human 
control in a benign, voluntary and humane way, 

or will we suffer unpredictably chaotic and 
catastrophic results? 

Countdown:  
Our last, best hope  
for a future on Earth?  
By Alan Weisman 

First-world affluent @ 16 tons C02/person (40X)                    

  or 
Third-world populations @ 0.4 tons CO2 /person? 
  

A reproduction rate of one biological child per couple 
would reduce global population to 1 to 2 billion by 
the year 2100. 

A possible solution recommended by COUNTDOWN: 

Who should do the reducing? 



The number of trees on the planet has been reduced by half (50%), according to Yale 
University School of Forestry and Environmental Studies. 
 
 

Loss of forests contributes as much as 30% of global greenhouse-gas emissions 
each year -- rivaling emissions from the entire global transportation sector.  

3. Plant lots of trees 



4. Expose and  tap hidden global wealth 

$9 Trillion? 



Share the wealth and put it to work 
addressing critical world needs 

Priority needs: 
• Financial aid to 2 billion poor --                     $ 2 Trillion 
• Clean water and sanitation --      $   500 B 
• Refugee relief -- $   500 B 
• Small farmer debt relief -- $   300 B 
• Biodiversity protection -- $   400 B 
• Distribution of new energy -- $   300 B 
• Ocean restoration -- $ 1 Trillion 
• Women’s education -- $    200 B 
• Global education -- $    500 B 
• Protect indigenous cultures-- $    150 B 
• Global  healthcare & social security --          $ 1 Trillion 
• Public infrastructure -- $ 3 Trillion 
• Other social/environmental needs $ 3 Trillion 

 



“Eight (8) billionaires  are as  rich as the poorest half 
of the world’s population or 3.6 billion people.” 
                                                                             -- Oxfam 

Show me the money! 



“The top 1% has as much total wealth as the 
rest of the world combined.” 

                                                           -- Oxfam 

   



Other critical  
economic “adjustments” needed: 

• Reduce military spending 

• Mandate a money transfer tax 

• Impose  high salary and asset tax 



5. Create new directives for  
humane employment 

• Institute a “robotics tax”  
(worker displacement fee)   
Experts say 45% of US jobs could vanish 
within the next 20 years 

• Pay living wages 

• Provide free training  
and retraining programs 

 



Is it time for a  
Universal Basic Income (UBI)? 

POTENTIAL OUTCOMES: 
• “Venture capital for people” 
• Unleash expressions of talent and creativity 
• Reduce poverty rates and crime 
• Increase economic activity 
• Create upward pressure on wages 
• Improve health and reduce hospitalization 
• Improve graduation rates 
• Reduce stress in an age of increasing automation 

The 2017 Canadian Program: Low income single adults between the ages 

of 18 and 64 are eligible to receive $17,000 annually. Couples will be given 
up to $24,027, and persons with disabilities would receive an added $6,000.  

 
Where next experiments will occur: 
• Finland, Scotland, the Netherlands, India, Uganda, Kenya  and Oakland, CA 
 

PROJECTED COST IN USA:  ¼ of US military budget ($150B) 



6. Revitalize, restore and respect Nature 

• Protect our freshwater supplies 

Flint, MI  hospital water 



Agricultural water contamination 



• Rebuild soil 

• Restore air quality 

• Protect and restore wild areas 



Save our oceans 
We must take action to reduce: 

• Overfishing  -- 90% of the world’s fisheries are overexploited or facing collapse (UNFAO) 

• Temperature Rise -- 0.18°F (0.1°C) rise in ocean temperature over past 100 years is 
contributing to species loss and bleaching of coral reefs (now severely damaged) 

• Acidification – a 30% increase in acidity wreaks havoc on marine life 

• Loss of phytoplankton – essential food supply and produces 60% of the planet’s oxygen 



7. Live Simply. Leave stuff for others 

SHARE! 
We are here 



8. Recognize our common humanity 



9. Take Action 

• Tell others what’s possible 

• VOTE 

• Run for office 

• Meditate 

• Change your life/style 

 



 
The Institute for Critical System Change 

 An incubator for Really Big Ideas –  
sometimes disruptive, and often profoundly radical … 
and absolutely necessary 

Contact: Charles Bensinger 
charlesbensinger4@gmail.com 
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